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2. ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUES
2.1 PATHWAYS: Dreaming tracks and travelling routes.
"The Dreaming" or "Dreamtime"7, as it is called in English refers to the creative era when the
landscape was given form by the activities of Spirit Beings, the spiritual ancestors of
Aboriginal people today. In the southeast coastal region, the focal Creation Beings were
Biame and his wife Birrahgnooloo, who gave form to waterways, landforms, animals
[including totems], humans, power to ‘clever people’ and the overarching Aboriginal Lore8.
Rivers and valleys mark the route taken by Ancestral Dreaming beings. These routes are
often called Dreaming Tracks. Along Dreaming tracks waterholes and mountains mark
places where the ancestral beings camped and meet, for instance. These places are often
referred to as ‘sacred sites’ and often relate to the availability of water and other natural
resources. Some Dreamtime mythologies cover vast distances, traversing tribal and linguistic
boundaries, whilst others are more localised and mark discrete territories. Through traditional
ceremonies, usually involving songs, Aboriginal people describe, or retrace the routes
travelled by spiritual beings in the Dreamtime past.
Aboriginal Lores relating to age, gender, intellectual capacity and genealogical position
govern access to such knowledge. As explained by Aboriginal knowledge holder Lionel
Mongta, ‘…our traditional knowledge has survived for 60,000 years, we must pass it on to the
right people…’. As such, information pertaining to mythological significance associated with
geographical features within the study area remains within the Aboriginal community and has
not been detailed in this publicly available report.
However, with permission from the Aboriginal community some information relating to
geographical features associated with the dreamtime past within the study area, can be
named and the basic mythological description outlined.
Gulaga [Mt Dromedary], located immediately west of Tilba Tilba, is the place of ancestral
origin for Yuin people. Gulaga itself symbolises the mother and provides a basis for
Aboriginal spiritual identity, for both Aboriginal women and men. Gulaga had two sons;
Najanuka [Little Dromedary Mt], the youngest, and Baranguba [Montague Island] the
eldest. Both sons lived with their mother, Gulaga. When it came time for the eldest son to
leave home, he was sent to where he is today, as represented by Montague Island. When it
was time for the youngest son to leave home, Gulaga did not want him to go as far away as
his brother, so she let him go as far as where he is today, as represented by Little Dromedary
Mountain. Baranguba has water blocking him from reuniting with his mother. This is the case
because he did not listen to his mother when he should have. ‘The moral to the story is
always do what you are told’ [Violet Parsons 6.4.2006].
The mother Gulaga also had seven daughters. The seven sisters travelled to the north, away
from their mother. When they reached Bood-Jarn [Hanging Mountain], they turned and
saw their mother in the distance to the south; they could also see their brothers, Baranguba
and Najanuka. When they past Bood-Jarn [Hanging Mountain], they turned around and could
The term ‘Dreaming’ covers a range of interconnected concepts including Dreaming ancestors and their
creative journeys [described here], religious laws, sacred designs and songs, and codes of social order.
8 Rose, James, Watson 2003: 21-22.
7
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no longer see their mother. They cried as they walked along the Deua River and water holes
were made from their dropping tears [Dave Tout 25.1.2005].
Travelling routes or walking tracks used by people are distinct, yet interrelated with the
Dreaming tracks described above. Travelling routes exist along the entire length of the
Eurobodalla Shire coastline, extending beyond the Shire boundary to the north and south.
Such tracks also extend between the coast and inland creeks and ranges.
Although the purpose and existence of the travelling routes varies across time and place,
they generally relate to food gathering, recreational activities, the ritual retracing of ancestral
dreaming tracks [as described above] and meeting to maintain kinship connections, to fight,
trade, undertake a ceremony or to exchange goods. Different sections of the coastal walking
route were and continue to be used by Aboriginal people for different reasons at different
times of the year. An individual’s place of residents, their intentions, their tribal affiliations and
more recently, their property access rights effect the usage of such tracks.
Over the course of this study, Aboriginal informants offered an historic and contemporary
snap shot of the use of such walking tracks, as described below.
During the 1940s, Harriett Walker walked from Wallaga Lake to Ulladulla with her parents.
The journey took longer than one month. They camped and fed on fresh seafood along the
way. “…We had plenty of food. …We kept walking north, and stopped to camp whenever we
needed a rest or to catch up with families camped along the way…” Some of the places they
camped include Tuross, in the bush on the point near where the Country Club is today;
Bingie; Garland town, Moruya with the Davis, Duren and Brierley families, in their house on
the flatlands, where Arthur Thomas dived for lobster at Moruya and exchanged it for tea and
sugar; Durras Lake, in the bushes out of the wind. They were in no rush as there was no
reason to return to Wallaga Lake in a hurry. When arriving at Ulladulla, they called upon the
Narooma Taxi Driver, Stewart Arpa to pick them up and take them back to Wallaga Lake.
They would trade lobsters, fish and bimbullas with Mr Arpa to cover the Taxi fare [Harriett
Walker 11.4.2006].
During the 1950s Lionel Mongta walked from Wallaga Lake to Pebbly Beach with family.
They fished, camped and collected bush tucker along the way. They walked along beaches
and over headlands, at high tide, and around the headlands, at low tide. On another
occasion, Lionel saw Ted ‘Gubbo’ Thomas in Sydney; he had walked there from Wallaga
Lake [Lionel Mongta 2.1.2006].
Tracks link fishing, hunting and camping grounds between Potato Point and Brou Lake. In
this area echidnas, rabbits, ducks, swans, prawns, pipis, mutton fish [abalone], salmon,
bream and black fish can be caught whilst red ripe bush cherries, ‘won-dharma’ [small long
‘maggot’ plant, grey when ripe], blackberries and gum ‘lolly’ [sap from the black wattle tree]
can be collected. Jennifer was told to take what she needed, eat until you are full, and leave
what remained for the next visit or for another passer by [Jennifer Stewart 09.11.2005].
Les Simon recalls his Uncle Syd walking one Christmas from Batemans Bay to Potato
Point along the beach and bush tracks. The family was camping there over the summer
holidays [Les Simon 03.11.2005].
Pedro Point is along the travelling route linking Moruya to Bingi Bingi [Georgina Parsons
14.12.2005].
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We would walk from ‘the corner’, Barlings Beach, Tomakin through ‘little paddock’, over the
Burrewarra Point headland, Guerilla Bay, and onto Rosedale. We fished and collected
abalones and lobsters [Tom Davis 18.12.2005].
As a child Keith Nye walked on many occasions from Barlings Beach, Tomakin to Rosedale,
around the swamp, through paddocks, past ‘Burre’ Point. He and his father often swapped
fish for butter or meat from Bill Sellick from Rosedale. In 1990 Keith Nye and his brother
Andrew Nye walked from Durras to Maloney’s Beach chasing ‘patch mullet’. They walked
over the scrubby headlands and along the beaches [Keith Nye 1.3.2006].
During the 1960s when camped at ‘Chapman’s Beach’, located between Wimbie and
Circuits Beaches, Lilli Pilli, Violet and her family would walk along the coast between
Chapman’s Beach and Malua Bay, collecting sea foods at Circuit Beach, Lilli Pilli Beach,
Mosquito Bay, Garden Bay, and around Malua Head to Malua Bay, ‘..Uncle Joe Chapman
and Syd would take the kids. ’ [Violet Parsons 6.4.2006].
Traditional walking tracks linked all the campsites along the coast including North Head,
Batemans Bay to Cullendulla Creek and Corrigans Beach. The Yuin Walbunja tribal area
extended south from the Durras, northern Batemans Bay area to Wagonga Inlet, whilst the
Murramarang tribe extended north from the Durras area to Bendalong Point. Tribes met at
boundary points before passing through the next tribal area [Les Simon 3.11.2005].
In winter, Aboriginal people from Cooma would avoid the snow by travelling over Gulaga [Mt
Dromedary] to the coast, and return in springtime when it warmed up [Beryl Brierley
19.12.2005].
The Corn Trail is the shortest way down the Clyde Mountain; Uncle Syd talked about the
corn trail. There is another track along the north side of the Clyde River, linking Shallow
Crossing to Cullendulla Creek, Square Head and Yellow Rock, Batemans Bay [Les
Simon 3.11.2005].
The corn trail is linked in with traditional walking routes, pathways created in the dreamtime
past, connecting places together via water ways and ridge lines [Trisha Ellis 4.2.2006].
The corn trail is a link between salt-water people and the ‘inlanders’. Bendethra is linked into
the Corn trail [Keith Nye 1.3.2006].
In the early 1980s William walked with his elders from Nerrigundah to Bingi and Congo.
They called in to see relatives along the way, staying from anywhere between a few hours to
a few weeks [William Davis 22.5.2006].
There are walking tracks, which follow the Tuross River and nearby ridges linking the coast
to the mountain range. From Bodalla one track leads to Belowra following the path of the
existing road that they made over the ancient travelling route. From Belowra the track heads
to Cooma and onto Mt Kosciuszko, also along the present day road. At Mt Kosciuszko
people would gather for the moth-hunting season, barter and undertake kinship / marriage
exchanges. Another walking track links Gulaga [Mt Dromedary] to the Shoalhaven, via
Nerrigundah and Wandella. This route also has links to Cooma and onto Mt Kosciuszko.
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‘……….Walking tracks are similar to the pathways created by Biamban / Biambee, the
God.……Everything comes from Biambee, the lore and all, …they talk to us today to give us
lores and the language, place names…..it is all still going on, its not just in the past…..some
walking tracks are more religious than every day bushwalking tracks, but they still get you
from A to B….the tracks along the coast show you the easiest way to find food and a good
place to camp. Other pathways lead you to ceremonial places, like the circular track starting
at Mumbulla [Biamanga] Mt, to Gulaga Mt, to Hanging Mt, to Pigeon House Mt, to a place
near Goulbourn, Cooma and eventually Mt Kosciuszko …....’’ [John Mumbler 24.5.2006].
Seasonal work was consistent with the traditional transient way of life for Aboriginal people.
Entire families travelled up along the coast to main picking centres such as the Bodalla,
Nerrigundah, Tuross River regions. Often families would hitch a ride with trucks on their way
to the fish markets. One driver in particular, ‘Snowy Phantom always picked up koori families
waiting for a ride….he went past twice a week….he was part of our travelling culture….’
[Mary Duroux 29.5.2006].
2.2 TOTEMIC SPECIES: The use of natural resources.
Although the term ‘totem’ has Native American cultural origins, the functional reality of the
practise exists in parts of Australia, including across the southeast coastal region. The term is
used to describe the complex inter-relationship between people and the natural world, the
two providing mutual benefits to each other through a spiritual, yet tangible inter-dependency.
There are a number of different forms or categories of totems including personal totems,
gender totems, family or clan totems, tribal totems and totems relating to the specialised
powers of ‘clever people’. Totems can stand for or represent an aspect of the natural world
as well as provide kinship links between the people or group whom identify with a particular
totem, as well as kinship links to the natural world9. Participants in this project spoke of
protecting their totemic species, not eating or killing the species, and taking care of the
habitat that sustains it.
King Merriman’s totem was the Pacific Black Duck, Umbarra. Pam Flanders acknowledges
that there are different totems for different families, and that the Wallaga Lake Community
‘adopted’ Umbarra as a localised community totem because Merrimans Island is close by
[Pam Flanders and Albert Solomon 11.4.2006].
So although the Black Duck can be a personal totem, for people such as Tanya Parsons, and
a community totem for Wallaga Lake, it also considered a tribal totem for all Yuin people
[Trisha Ellis 4.2.2006 / Tanya Parsons 5.6.2006]. The Black Duck has in many ways become
an important element in the formation of an identity for contemporary Yuin people, who as a
result of restrictive protectionist and assimilation policies of the past, may not have been
informed of their personal or family totem10.
As described by Mariah Walker, many of the totems in this region are birds, and are passed
onto succeeding generations. They are thus referred to as ‘family birds’. Mariah has inherited
the Plover as her totem from her father Alex Walker [Mariah Walker 5.6.2006].

9

Rose, James and Watson 2003: 3.
Rose et al 2003: 43.
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Trisha Ellis’s personal totem is the Crow; Trisha's mother's personal totem was Willy Wag
Tail; her grandmother’s personal totem was the Magpie. Trisha’s daughter’s personal totem
is the Peewee. The totem for the Moruya area is the Black Swan; Gunyu and tribal totem for
Walbanja people is the Sea Eagle. Other personal totemic species, within the Yuin area,
include the Kookaburra, Pigeon, and the Mo Poke. These totems are not passed down as
such, but are personally identified and recognised [Trisha Ellis 4.2.2006].
Georgina Parson’s ‘bujangal’, or spiritual bird is the Sea Eagle. She is not permitted, in
accordance with Aboriginal Lore, to eat the Sea Eagle. Other people are not permitted to eat
the Black Swan, for example, if that is their totem [Georgina Parsons 14.12.2005].
Mary Duroux’s family totem is the Tawny Frogmouth Owl, and her personal totem is the
Echidna. The Tawny Frogmouth totem connects Mary to the Haddigaddi family. According to
Mary, nearly all animals are totem species. From this perspective ‘all birds need protection;
one can’t just care for one and not the other. …. Aboriginal people would never have run out
of food because their totems were protected because people did not eat their own totem….’.
Mary also believes totemic species’ habitats should be protected. For instance, ‘…because
black swans mates with one another for life, laying eggs in only one area, if that area were to
be damaged, then they have no where to lay eggs and would die soon enough. ….’. [Mary
Duroux 6.2.2006].
The use and significance of a variety of natural resources across the Eurobodalla Shire has
been documented during this project. Natural resources are used now and in the past as a
food source, as a base for medicines, for altering the weather pattern, to construct shelters
and shades and to make tools, for instance. Also documented were the restrictive Aboriginal
lores governing access to traditional ecological knowledge, including that relating to the
location, distribution, collection and preparation method of flora used for food and medicines.
As with the spiritual significance of topographical features, outlined above, a number of ‘bush
tucker’ and ‘bush medicine’ species can be briefly outlined in this report, however, the
intricacies have been spared for those who have the traditional right to inherit such
knowledge.
Several of the plant species identified as holding cultural value correlate with rare and
endangered species such as the Pink wood, whilst others are known as weeds, such as the
Inkweed [Phytolacca] and the Black Wattle. A number of non-native plants such as the
prickly pear, are also attributed a cultural value. Such recent adaptations is evidence of an
ever evolving and adaptable culture, a culture that has taken on many new challenges over
the last 40,000 year, especially over the past two centuries.
In the Bood-jarn [Hanging Mountain] area, the pink wood trees are of medicinal value.
The sap and bark are utilised for specific purposes and the bark was used to make canoes
[Dave Tout 25.1.2006].
Tom Davis’s uncle Thomas Henry Davis would pay ‘2 bob’ for wattle grubs, found in the trunk
of the green wattle [Acacia Mearnsii]. The kids would collect them for him. The kids would
eat the sap – or gum from the wattle. ‘Won-dharma’ vine grows on the hill at the old
Batemans Bay Cemetery. It is a green bean full of seeds. It should be picked when it is green
and left to ripen in a jar so that it turns clear and grey [Tom Davis 18.12.2005].
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Throughout this report many places identified as significant camping sites, are camping sites
due to their proximity to particular natural resources. The Deua River [8 Mile] and
McGregors Creek area is used as a camping place, but is foremost a place to collect
particular medicinal species not found elsewhere. Ryans Creek and the Nelligen area are
also places where particular medicinal plant species grown. It is also thought that traditional
medicines are better quality if made using species found in more remote bush locations
[compared with the same species growing in more developed areas], like ink weed for
instance [Trisha Ellis 29.5.2006].
Oysters, lobsters, ‘conks’, ‘muttonfish’, black periwinkles, cunjevoi, and other shellfish
can be found in the Barlings Beach area. These foods were caught in the rocks at low tide,
whilst at high tide people could go diving for fish. There were no fridges; the fish was always
eaten fresh. Bush foods such as yams, wattle gum, ‘snot-gollions’, ‘sea eggs’ [sea
urchins], and prickly pears were also found. Wattle trees were everywhere, didn’t have to
go far to find some ‘gum’. Symalene would clean and heat the gum wattle and set it like jelly.
Families would fish for black fish and bream off Barlings Island at low tide. The fish would
feed the families camped at Barlings Beach as well as be sold at garages and at the Sydney
markets. The families were ‘self employed’ fisher people [Symalene Nye 15.11.2005].
Inkweed [Phytolacca] is used to make medicine. Although it gets pulled out like it is useless,
it has a value. The leaves and flowers from the ‘rib grass’ [plantago spp] are also used to
make medicine. Mary’s Uncle showed her how to make medicine from the wattle. The seeds
are edible and the bark can be used to dye nets and tan leather [Mary Duroux 6.2.2006].
Throughout the bush in the Garland Town area, native cherries, raspberries, yams, honey
suckle, gooseberries, pig face and ‘gum’ from wattle trees were found. A vine, used for
making lobster pots as well as wattle bark for dying fishing nets is also found in the area
between Garland Town and north of the Moruya Quarry [Maureen Davis 19.12.2006].
Water is a natural resource, which, at certain places, in certain circumstances is respected
and utilised for its healing qualities. People use to go to Bendethera to drink the water, which
filters through limestone rocks. The water is thought to have healing qualities [Trisha Ellis
29.5.2006]. Likewise the water flowing from Gulaga [Mt Dromedary] is believed to provide
health benefits [Dave Tout 29.5.2006].
Other species, such as the ‘rain flower’ described in Mary Duroux’s recent publication,
provide direct linkages between flora and the weather cycle. When the particular flower is
picked, it will rain. Protection of this species is important to Mary, so only shares the details of
the plants location with a selection of people. Mary questions what would happen if the
broader community became aware of the flower’s location, particularly in this time of drought,
‘… would they protect it or pick it’? [Mary Duroux 6.2.2006]. Similarly, for Symalene Nye, the
sighting of 4 black cockatoos signals 4 days of rain [Symalene Nye 15.11.2005].
See appendix two for a summary of plants and animals noted throughout this report.
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3. PROFILE OF ABORIGINAL KNOWLEDGE HOLDERS
The following chapter offers an outline of each Aboriginal Knowledge holder who contributed
to the project. The group session held at Mummuga Lake is also described. See section 4 for
the stories relating to particular places of importance to these people and to their community.
3.1 ALAN MONGTA
Alan Mongta was born in Nowra in 1938. Alan’s mother and maternal grandfather were from
Delegate, NSW. Alan’s father and paternal grandmother were from Lake Tyers, Victoria.
Alan’s paternal grandfather was originally from India.
Alan followed his father around Victoria and NSW picking beans, hunting rabbits, and
working in the sawmill and fishing industries. Alan lived and worked at Coopers Island,
Nerrigundah, Cadgee, Potato Point, Bodalla, and Turlinjah, and attended school at Bodalla,
whilst living with his parents at nearby Coopers Island. The base diet during this period was
peas, corn, beans, rabbit; kangaroo tail soup and Kangaroo steak, along with government
rations.
During Christmas holidays when the picking season came to an end, Alan and his family
would camp at Potato Point with many other koori families. Alan still goes to the same little
spot, although there are houses close by now. They would catch lobsters and abalone.
Alan’s uncles showed him some old carvings at Potato Point. They would also fish around
Horse Island and Blackfellows Point. The kids would walk into Bodalla on a Saturday to see a
film at the Bodalla Hall; Alan saw a Charlie Chaplin film there.
In 1956, aged 18 Alan worked at Dalmeny on the tuna boats and at the Dalmeny Sawmill. He
would walk 10 miles to Coopers Island with his sleeper tools, in search of timber to make an
8-foot sleeper, which he would get 10 pounds, or 14 pounds if they were from stringy bark.
The sleepers would be left where they were found and collected later using a horse drawn
chain.
Alan continues to live in Bodalla today.
3.2 ALBERT ‘BUDDA’ SOLOMON
Albert Solomon was born in Orbost, Victoria, in 1945. His mother was Edna Parsons from
Wallaga Lake, and his father Albie Solomon from Orbost. Edna’s father was Bob Parsons
from Wallaga Lake.
He picked seasonal vegetables around the Tuross River / Nerrigundah area, and in Moruya
and Coopers Island. Albert Solomon remembers camping inside an empty silo at Coopers
Island. In 1963, aged 18, Albert worked at the Stony Creek Sawmill. Albert currently resides
at Wallaga Lake.
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3.3 ALEX WALKER
Alex Walker was born in Berry in 1938. His father Reginald Walker, and paternal grandfather
were both from Wallaga Lake. His mother was from Cooma.
Although living in Nowra and Sydney for a period of time, Alex has spent most of his life on
the south coast and now lives once again at Wallaga Lake. Alex Walker is renowned as a
worker on saw and spot mills across the shire including Davis’s on Potato Point Rd,
Nerrigundah, Stony Creek, Moruya and Dalmeny during the 1950s and 1960s. On weekends
they went fishing in Stony Creek for eels, or Brou Beach to fish off the rocks, or went to
Nerrigundah to pick peas and catch up with family.
Alex worked there cutting firewood at ‘Whiffens’, Jeff Bates’ holiday house on Bridge Point,
Akolele. Alex recalls the ‘Cricket ground’, nearby as a camping place for people visiting
Wallaga Lake. The people that lived there played cricket, giving the place the name. In 1950
Alex himself camped there. The manager at the Wallaga Lake Reserve during the 1950s was
hard on people, so many people camped at the Cricket ground, where they knew they could
practice their culture and connect with family passing through the area.
The main area used by Alex and other people living at Wallaga Lake is the coastal strip
between Bunga Head and Mystery Bay, Poole’s Point, as well as Potato Point and Brou
Lake. Alex recalls a lot of koori families camping at Tilba Lake throughout the 1950s.
Alex continues to reside at Wallaga Lake with his family.
3.4 BERYL BRIERLEY [NEE ANDY]
Beryl Brierley [nee Andy] was born in the Central Tilba area in 1932. Beryl’s father was
Ernest Andy and mother Winifred Bloxham. Ernest Andy’s father was Robert Andy and his
mother was Mary Ellen Andy [nee Piety]. They both worked in the Tilba area on various
farms including Miller, Reeds and ‘The Pines’.
Beryl spent her childhood in Tilba / Wallaga Lake region, attending Wallaga Lake School and
venturing to Mystery Bay, Dignams Creek, Wallaga Lake and Tilba Lake. In 1948 Beryl
moved to Moruya aged 16, and met her husband to be Ernie Brierley, marrying him 4 years
later. The family have worked in the fishing industry all their lives, Ernie Brierley also worked
on building the Moruya Airport. Ernie Brierley’s mother was Catherine Duren and his father
was Walter Brierley, a self-employed fisherman primarily working between Broulee and
Bingie, living at Brierley’s Homestead, adjacent to Moruya airport. In the mid 1960s the family
lived on Broulee Island and collected lobsters and muttonfish.
Ernie and Beryl Brierley continue to live at Garland Town, on the hill at Moruya North heads.
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3.5 CAROL MARGARET LARRITT [NEE STEWART]
Carol Margaret Larritt [nee Stewart] was born in Moruya in 1940. Her mother was Violet May
Carriage, born in Batemans Bay. Her father was Arthur Stewart born in Tilba Tilba in 1920.
Arthur Stewart’s mother was Emily Walker, and father Christy Stewart. Christy Stewart’s
mother was Bessie Caine, and father Governor Stewart. Carol’s maternal grandfather was
Christopher Carriage from Araluen, and maternal grandmother Elsie May Pittman from
Wallaga Lake. Carol is one of twelve children, of which the youngest three, Carol, Cecil and
Jean are still alive. Carol married James Richard Larritt and had nine children, Wayne,
Phoebe, Sandra, Carol, James, Barbara, Suzette, Robert [dec] and Tania [dec].
Carol spent most of her childhood years in Nowra where she attended school whilst her
father worked in the sawmills. Carol followed her parents to Coopers Island to work picking
peas and beans. One year Carol spent 6 months schooling in Nowra and 6 months schooling
in Bodalla, whilst living on Coopers Island. During Christmas holidays Carol would camp at
different places along the south coast, including Durras.
After spending time living with her Grandfather Christy Stewart in Surrey Hills Carol moved to
Port Kembla, married Jim Larritt, and had her first child in 1957. During the early 1960s Carol
and her husband lived in a permanent camp at Bengello Creek, north of the Moruya River,
and did seasonal work in the Bodalla area. They had army tents set up, 10 people lived in
each. There was a fresh water creek running into the beach there. They caught huge
goannas, fished and collected ‘food relief’ from the police station.
Carol lives in Tomakin today.
3.6 DAVE TOUT
Dave Tout was born in 1946 and frequented the Moruya area during the 1960s, 1970s, and
1980s and returned to permanently reside in the 1990s. He spent time with people who have
since passed away such as Percy Mumbler, Percy Davis and Joseph Chapman.
In 1960, aged 14 Dave worked on Murphy’s farm, Moruya, with his grandfather. There were
not enough beds, so the first person in slept the best. Hessian sheets divided family sleeping
quarters. In 1968, Dave lived for a period of time with Joseph Chapman in Bodalla, and
worked at Murphy’s Mill down Red Rock behind Bodalla. Dave also worked cutting sleepers
along the corn trail and picking at Spaulding’s dairy farm in Tuross.
3.7 DORIS MOORE [NEE DAVIS]
Doris Moore [nee Davis] was born at Kalama Private Hospital, in Moruya in 1938. Doris’s
father was Walter Davis [Wally ‘Jerry’ Davis] born in 1906 and mother, Elizabeth Jane
Brierley was born in Moruya in 1911. They were married in the late 1920s at the Moruya
Catholic Church. Elizabeth ‘s mother was Catherine Josephine Duren and her father was
Walter Oswald Brierley. Catherine’s mother was Jane Duren [nee Piety] who died at the
Brierley’s homestead, Moruya in 1947.
Doris spent her childhood living in the Garland Town area, north Moruya. Firstly on the flat
near Brierley’s Homestead and later at the Brierley’s residence on the hill above Bali Hai.
Doris recalls camping with her family including her grandfather Walter Oswald Brierley in the
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sand dunes at Broulee when the Broulee Island was separated from the mainland. Her
grandfather had a fishing trawler and worked out of Moruya.
During the 1940s Doris attended the one teacher Newstead School, then located on the
south side of the Moruya River. Doris recalls rowing to School from Garland Town to
Preddy’s Wharf or the Manning’s Wharf in the Anchorage. Doris went to Newstead School
with the Parsons and Mongta families and her brothers Roy, Ted, Bob and sisters Agnes and
Catherine. Her brother Jim and sister Jean also attended Newstead School, but before
Doris’s time. At 8 years of age, Doris undertook her Holy Communion and began attending
the Convent School, near the Moruya Police Station.
In 1953, aged 15 Doris began to work at the Beashel’ s dairy farm in Bergalia, whilst Agnes,
Doris’s sister worked on the adjoining farm also owned by the Beashel family. Doris worked
for the Beashel family for over two years, cooking, cleaning and general farmhand work. She
was paid 3 pounds per week and loved to eat fresh cream, rhubarb and vegetables. In 1954,
aged 16, Doris’s family moved to Mantle Hill, Vulcan Street Moruya. When she was [almost]
18 Doris began working at Moruya’s Adelaide Hotel.
Doris married in 1962, had six children and continues to reside in Moruya.
3.8 ELLA, MASON AND STEWART CLAN
Ronnie Mason, Vivienne Mason, Vanessa Mason and members of the Stewart / Ella families
including Roslyn Ella Field, Karen Ella Bird, Sarah Puckendge, Marcia Ella Duncan, Carly
Puckendge, Daniel Ella, Jackie Puckendge, Lauren Ella Duncan, Maddison Ella Duncan, Phil
Duncan, Glen Ella, Julie Ella, Jessica Ella, Ron Mason, Sharon McKinnon, Alex Laughlan,
Jessica Anderson, Rodney Ella, Amanda Wood, Teri Ella and Kevin Bird were interviewed at
Mummuga Lake January 2006. The group camp at Brou / Mummuga Lake annually and have
done so for at least six generations.
In the school holidays, the family would camp at Lavis’ farm, Bodalla to pick peas and beans,
and catch up with family. ‘It was a working holiday: there were 10 of us, our mother and
father could only afford to have a holiday this way. They would let us keep the money and we
would spend it at the Red Rose Café in Moruya. Before that, we visited, I must have been
carried, I recall being amidst the peas and being left at Bodalla at Nana Bella’s, in old timber
mill hut…’ Marcia Ella Duncan
“….when we are back in Sydney……we say we are Yuin people, even though we have
never permanently lived here, but we are proud of our connection to Yuin, might be part of
the La Perouse mob, but we are black duck, Yuin people. ‘I grew up at La pa, but I am Yuin
from the South coast….” Jacqueline Puckendge.
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3.9 GEORGINA ‘COOPY’ PARSONS
Georgina Parsons was born in the ‘Batemans Bay bush hospital’ in 1939. Georgina
presumes she was born in the ‘bush’ in the Hanging Rock area [Catalina] where her family
lived at the time of her birth. Her sister called her ‘Coopy’ because she had a black curl in the
middle of her forehead, like a Kewpie doll. The name has remained ever since. Georgina’s
mother was Jessie Chapman and father George ‘Bimmy’ Parsons.
In 1921 when Jessie Chapman was 8 years old, government officials took her away from
Wreck Bay where she was living with her family. She was taken to Cootamundra Girls Home;
they cut her hair, so she looked like a boy. She lived in the home until she was 14 at which
time the government had her do domestic work for white families. She made her way home,
back down the coast, stopping with family along the way, meeting George Parsons in Nowra.
She was pregnant at the time from her former ‘white boss’ and married George Parsons in
1937.
George Parsons was born behind the Eden wood chip mill, whilst George’s father, Daniel
Parsons was a Whaler from Eden, living for a period of time at ‘Millards’ camp in Milton.
Jessie Chapman was born in Batemans Bay and died at Nerrigundah, whilst she was
working there. Jessie Chapman’s mother, Amy Hayes was from Lake Tyers, Victoria;
Jessie’s father was William Chapman born in Moruya. Amy Hayes and William Chapman
married in Moruya on the 18.9.1895. Georgina’s great great great grandfather was Paddy
Haddigaddi; he was married to Sarah Haddigaddi and was shot in the Wallaga Lake area.
Georgina grew up along the coast including at places such as Hanging Rock and Catalina in
the Batemans Bay area; Ryan’s Creek and Pedro Point in the Moruya area, and Congo,
Kelly’s Lake, Meringo and Shelley Beach, where Georgina’s father made a bush hut for his
family. In 1952 aged 13, Georgina moved to Wallaga Lake with her family where she
attended Wallaga Lake School. With her mother and father, Georgina travelled along the
coast between Eden and Ulladulla, camping at ‘main’ campsites such as Bingi, Mystery Bay,
Congo, and Tuross. Pickers and growers would transport the family on their way to the next
farm.
The family worked in the seasonal farming industry as well as saw milling. They picked peas
at Nerrigundah, tomatoes at Bingi and peas and beans in Moruya. In 1955 George Parsons
worked at the Dignams Creek Sawmill and the family worked at a near by farm. Georgina
recalls travelling from Nerrigundah to the Monarch Hotel, Moruya when she first turned 18.
She was not served alcohol because she did not have an ‘exemption certificate’ or ‘dog tag’.
As a result of the prejudices experienced at the public bar, Georgina returned to
Nerrigundah.
Georgina Parsons continues to live in Moruya with her extended family.
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3.10 HARRIETT WALKER
Harriett Walker was born at Wallaga Lake in 1935 and has lived in the Wallaga Lake
community her entire life. Her mother was Joyce Carter and father Arthur Thomas. Joyce
Carter’s father was Charlie Carter and Arthur Thomas’s father was William Thomas. Of her
grandparents, Harriett recalls them ‘..moving along the coast, never stopping in one place
much…’.
With her sisters Pam Flanders and Valerie Andy, Harriett ventured around the Wallaga Lake
area as a child. She recalls overnight trips across Wallaga Lake and up Dignams Creek. The
family collected garlic from ‘Garlic’ [Snake] Island and used it to flavour steamed fish caught
in Dignams Creek. During the 1940s, Harriett walked from Wallaga Lake to Ulladulla with her
parents. The journey took longer than one month and is described in section 2 above. The
family often walked between Wallaga Lake and Mystery Bay, camping at Poole’s Point with
little swags in wind breaks made from shrubs and trees.
Harriet worked picking in Bodalla and Coopers Island with her parents as well as
housecleaning at ‘Whiffens’, Jeff Bates’ holiday house on Bridge Point, Akolele. Harriett
continues to live at Wallaga Lake with her sisters and extended family.
3.11 JENNIFER STEWART
Jennifer Stewart was born in Berry. Her father was Ossie Stewart and mother Doris May
[Nee Chapman]. Her maternal grandmother was Merle Penrith and maternal grandfather
James Chapman. James Chapman’s father was Henry ‘Harry’ Chapman and his mother was
Annie Bolloway.
Jennifer grew up in Batemans Bay, and travelled with her parents picking seasonal
vegetables in the Bodalla, Tuross, and Nerrigundah area. She frequently camped at Brou
Lake and Potato Point with other family members.
Jennifer continues to reside in the Batemans Bay area.
3.12 JOHN BRIERLEY
John Brierley was born in Moruya. He is the son of Ernie Brierley and Beryl [nee Andy]
Brierley and grew up at Garland Town, Moruya; Broulee Island, Broulee, Mogo and Wallaga
Lake. John is a self-employed fisherman. He has found his own work throughout his life, as
did his father, and grandfather. His father, who was in turn educated by his father Walter
Brierley, has passed knowledge of the land and sea onto John. John is teaching his son,
Christopher Brierley the ways of the coast and waterways.
In 1955 John Brierley and his parents lived on the Broulee Island. John went to school from
Broulee Island. They lived in a house on the northern side of the island amongst the trees.
The family lived on fish caught by Ernie. John sees Broulee Island as part of his family’s
traditional area. Throughout his life, John has used the south coast waters as his fishing
grounds; the primary place of importance for him being the Broulee and Moruya areas. He
‘ranges’ along the coast, depending on the season, weather and fish levels.
John continues to be based in Moruya working as a professional fisherman.
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3.13 JOHN MUMBLER
John Mumbler was born in Singleton, NSW in 1939. His father was Eric ‘Nugget’ Mumbler
and his mother, Helen Maude [nee Donovan]. Eric Mumbler’s father was Harry Mumbler,
born in the Bega / Wallaga Lake area. One of Harry’s younger brothers was Percy Mumbler.
Harry’s father, John Mumbler’s grandfather, was John ‘Biamanga’ Mumbler, born beside a
creek [Bredbatoura] near Cobargo. Helen Donovan’s mother was Agnes Donovan and her
father was, possibly, Christopher ‘Hackett’ Stewart. During their life Agnes and Christopher
relocated from Kempsey to Wallaga Lake.
John Mumbler’s [Jnr] family call him Biamanga, in accordance with his genealogical link to
Biamanga [Mumbulla] Mountain, situated between Quaama and Bega. It is John’s
understanding that the term Biamanga means ‘unfinished canoe’. John’s personal totem,
given to him by his elders during a traditional ceremony, is the ‘buddalema’ or yellow faced
rock wallaby.
In the late 1940s and early 50s John visited the Gulaga / Mumbulla area with his elders who
taught him about the spiritual significance of the mountains and his relationship to them. His
father and three uncles handed down cultural information about the area to John, even
though it was supposed to be passed onto the eldest son, John’s elder brother, who has
since passed away. ‘The government did a good job breaking up our culture. We were the
lucky ones; my father and his father could keep their stories going….the idea that the last
ceremony around here was in the 1920s is bull….. ceremonies are still going on
today……Jack Campbell, Ted Thomas, Jeff Tungai and my uncle Percy Mumbler helped us
through ceremony, and now we are helping the next lot……’.
It was not until the 1970s that John finally came to reside in the Bodalla area, following both a
career in the Aboriginal Legal Service, as a Liaison Officer and the call of his country. John
currently resides in Bodalla and intends on staying for the remainder of his life.
3.14 JOHN PENDER
John was born in Sydney in 1949. He grew up in La Perouse and throughout his life has
camped, fished and worked on the south coast. His father was Harold Charles Pender [dec]
from Nowra and mother Elvie Pearl Page, who is currently living in Sydney.
Spending time on the road, following the fish along the coast was a way of life for John and
his family. They camped at Mystery Bay, Wallaga Lake and Durras as well as other places.
Families from Victoria and Sydney, meet up at Mystery Bay, annually. John brings his
children to Mystery Bay on an annual basis to ensure that they have an opportunity to meet
their relatives. John camped at Mystery Bay with his mother and father during the 1950s. His
father fished and his mother was the camp cook, whilst John slept in a tomato box. The
family moved around depending on where the fish were. ‘Mystery holds power, power sitting
in the land; you can almost hear the corroborees, singing in the bush. …It comes to you
when you are there. …’
John currently resides at Mummuga [Dalmeny] Lake, camping in a caravan in the bush.
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3.15 KEITH NYE
Keith Nye was born in Milton in 1957. At the age of 4 moved to Mogo, Barlings beach area
with his mother Symalene Nye [nee Carriage] and father Andrew Nye. He lived in a tin shack
at ‘the corner’, the sheltered eastern end of Barlings Beach. When the Nye family moved to
Sydney Street [Pacific Highway], Mogo, they continued to visit and camp here.
Keith attended Mogo Public School and Moruya High. After school and in school holidays
Keith would walk to Barlings Beach, along what was a dirt road linking Mogo to the coast. He
also went seasonal picking with his mother in the Moruya, Bodalla and Buckenbowra areas.
Keith is an avid camper. He takes his children to the places he was taken to as a child.
Places regularly visited by Keith include Perriga’s Flat, Batemans Bay; the Tomaga River;
Handkerchief Bay, Nangadga Lake, Yellow Rock and from Durras to Maloney’s Beach. Keith
Nye has lived in the Mogo / Tomakin area virtually all of his life, and continues to live in Mogo
with his extended family today.
3.16 KEITH STEWART
Keith Stewart was born in Nowra, in 1929. His father was Edward ‘Teddy’ Stewart, from
Wallaga Lake, and mother Muriel Cooley. Edward performed in the Wallaga Lake Gum Leaf
Band in Sydney. Edward’s parents, Christy ‘Muckens’ Stewart and Emily Walker, had the last
traditional wedding on Wallaga Lake Reserve. Corporal Governor Stewart had two sons
Henry and Christy. Henry moved to Victoria, whilst ‘Muckens’ stayed at Wallaga Lake. The
point near Wallaga Lake is named after him. Keith’s grandparents on his mother’s side come
from Ulladulla and Nelligen.
Keith spent time with his grandparents; Muckens was a sleeper cutter. They lived on the
north side of the Clyde River; moving from township to township wherever mills were.
Gradually Keith’s parents moved from Wallaga Lake to Sydney to ensure that their children
had a good education. Keith attended La Perouse Public School and Daisyville High School.
Keith has been returning to the south coast annually for the past 70 years, visiting extended
family on both his mothers and fathers side. Often, his father drove a truck, with all the kids in
the back dangling their legs over the edge, down the coast on a Friday night, back to Sydney
on a Sunday night. They would stop at places along the way including Cullendulla Creek to
visit family camping there. Keith has camped in the Brou Lake and Mummuga Lake area
annually for the past 50 years, any time of the year. ‘..We call the whole lot Brou…’.
Sometimes Keith stays at Brou for a month at a time.
3.17 LEONARD NYE
Leonard Nye, Symalene Nye’s son, grew up in the Mogo / Barlings Beach area. The family
camped on the beach if there were a lot of fish around, taking out a rowing boat and nets to
catch the fish. He recalls his father catching fish at midnight on low tide, trapping the fish in a
hole on the ocean floor.
Leonard Nye, as well as his father and paternal grandfather used the high points in the sand
dunes at Barlings Beach when searching for fish. A platform raised on a pole was once
located at this high point to allow fisherman to watch for the fish swimming into the bay. The
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job of the lookout keeper was to hand signal those in a boat in the bay, informing them of
which direction the fish are and where they are travelling. Old people taught Leonard Nye the
sign language.
Amidst the sand dunes at Barlings Beach, Leonard recalls collecting prickly pear, bush
cherry, blackberries, red gooseberries, pig face for a snack, and chewing on Casuarina
seeds to quench his thirst. Leonard recalls burning the grassland throughout the area in
order to attract rabbits to the new growth.
Leonard continues to live in Mogo with his extended family.
3.18 LESLIE KEITH SIMON
Leslie Keith Simon was born in Sydney in 1956. Les’s mother was Rosina Chapman, born in
Batemans Bay, and his father Kevin Simon, from Foster. Rosina’s mother was Muriel
Chapman [nee Button] from Kempsey and her father was Joseph Chapman born in 1898 on
Turlinjah Island [Fred’s Island, within Tuross Lake]. Joseph Chapman’s mother was Annie
Bolloway, and his father was Henry [Harry] Chapman]. Henry [Harry] Chapman’s mother was
Lucy Piety and his father Henry Richard Chapman, born Shannon View, Moruya. Lucy
Piety’s mother was Cissy Namble, and her father was Richard Piety from Sussex, England.
Henry Richard Chapman’s mother was Sally Gundary [from the Gundary people in Moruya]
and his father was Yathutbia. Annie Bolloway’s father was Richard Bolloway from
Blackfellows Point. Richard Bolloway’s father was ‘Tuross Joe’.
Les spent most of his childhood in Batemans Bay and Nerrigundah area. Until the age of six,
Les lived in Harry Chapman’s, his great grandfather’s house, ‘the Chapmans’ House on the
Old Princes Highway, Batemans Bay. He spent his childhood years venturing around the
Batemans Bay area, walking, camping and fishing between Durras and Lilli Pilli. Christmas
holidays were spent at ‘Chapman’s Beach’, near Lilli Pilli, or at Potato Point, with a large
gathering of family and friends. Les Simon’s Uncle Syd walked one Christmas from
Batemans Bay to Potato Point along the beaches and bush tracks.
In 1976, aged 20 he went to Sydney. During that time he found himself on stage in the Black
Theatre production, ‘Here comes the nigger’. In 1981 he briefly returned to his childhood
house, in Gregory St, Batemans Bay where his grandmother continued to live. A year later
he found himself in Armidale playing football and met his wife Josie Aldridge. They married in
1982 and lived in Bega for 5 years where they had their three children Layton, Cheval Marree
and Leslie Alec. They returned to Batemans Bay in 1987 where they continue to reside.
3.19 LINDA COLBURN [NEE MASON]
Linda Colburn [nee Mason] was born in Orbost, Victoria in 1934. Her mother was Trixie [nee
Thomas] Mason and father Alexander Mason. Linda did not know her father as he died
during World War Two.
In 1940, aged 6 Linda Colburn travelled from Orbost, Victoria, to Bodalla, NSW on the back
of a fish truck. She was with her mother, brothers and sisters, they hitched a ride with a fish
truck going to the Sydney markets, they had to sit in the back of the truck on boxes packed
with fish. Upon arrival, the Mason family began to work and live at the Stanford’s ‘Wayne
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Court’ Eurobodalla Rd, Bodalla. The Mason family lived in a shed at the back of the property,
and worked in the region picking seasonal vegetables.
During the 1940s Linda attended Bodalla School. A generation later Linda’s children
attended Bodalla School and today, Linda’s grandchildren attend Bodalla School.
In 1951 Linda moved to ‘Tyrone’, a farm also owned by the Stanford family, with her husband
Oliver Colburn, having her children there. Linda remained at Tyrone for a further 20 years.
After her husband died, she moved to Nowra for about 20 years and in 1998 returned to
Bodalla to assist in the rearing of her grandchildren. Linda continues to live in Bodalla and
still to this day picks seasonal vegetables.
3.20 LINDA MAY CRUSE
Linda May Cruse was born in Nowra in 1936. Her father was Benjamin Cruse and her mother
Lillian Sarah Pepper a Kurnai woman from Victoria. Benjamin’s mother was Dolly Walker a
Yuin woman and his father was an American Indian. In 1946 Linda attended Bodalla School
when her family took up seasonal work along the Tuross River. In 1951 Linda worked at
Macintosh’s farm in Moruya, where she met her husband, Ted Davis [deceased], a Moruya
man. In 1959 Linda moved to Port Kembla where her husband worked on the Port Kembla
Wharves. He worked there for 40 years.
During the mid to late 1940s Linda and her family picked seasonal vegetables in the Bodalla /
Tuross River region. They camped close to the farm where they worked; mainly on the
riverbank, or in old houses and barns. Linda recalls the farmers ‘treating us well….I’d swap
all of my tomorrows for one yesterday…we had a great childhood….’’
Throughout her childhood Linda camped and fished with her parents at places including
Mystery Bay, Potato Point, South Durras, Turlinjah and Brou Lake. Linda currently resides in
Moruya with her family.
3.21 LIONEL MONGTA
Lionel Mongta was born in Orbost, Victoria, in 1936. Lionel would have been born at Tilba
Tilba, but his mother, Zeta Andy had to go south when she was 6 months pregnant.
Tragically, Lionel’s mother was unable to care for him so Nurse Smith cared for Lionel during
the first few years of his life. At the age of two Lionel’s mother’s sister, Lizzie Davis [nee
Andy] took him to ‘the Pines’, a farm at Central Tilba, where he lived with his mother’s family.
Zeta Andy was born at Potato Point and his father Les Mongta from East Gippsland. They
married in Central Tilba in the early 1930s. Lionel’s mother’s father was Bob Andy, a wellknown tracker and his maternal grandmother was Mary Ellen Piety, an Aboriginal midwife
who worked at the Corkhill’s farm in Tilba Tilba.
Lionel recalls camping along the Tuross River at the Lavis’s farm, in the late 1940s picking
peas and beans and fishing. Bob Andy, Lionel’s grandfather also camped there, they were
ploughmen, and every farm needed them. They used Clydesdale horses to pull the plough,
Lionel remembers having the task of picking up the rocks behind them. They would drag the
rocks in a sledge type frame made from a fork in a tree. To keep the kids interested in the
job, Bob Andy would ask the kids to ‘go and spear some fish for lunch’, so after lunch the
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kids would work again. Bob Andy told Lionel of how generations of Koori families camped at
the same location.
In 1942 at the age of 6, Lionel moved to Moruya, to live with his grandmother’s family the
Brierley and Davis’. Throughout his childhood, Lionel travelled regularly between Garland
Town and Central Tilba, schooling at Newstead when in Garland town and at Wallaga Lake
School when living at Central Tilba. In 1946 Lionel and his brothers, Lyle [dec] and Wally
[dec] attended Central Tilba School for two hours. Due to racial segregation the boys were
forced to walk daily to the Aboriginal School at Wallaga Lake. It was in Moruya that Lionel
first met his sleeper-cutting father; Lionel was 15 at the time.
Lionel often stayed with the Duren and Sutton families in Sydney. Throughout his life Lionel
has camped and fished at many places along the coast including Poole’s Point, Tilba Lake,
Wallaga Lake, Jamison’s Point, Brou Lake, Whittakers Creek, Corunna Lake, Potato Point
and Blackfella’s Point. Lionel continues to live in Bodalla with his wife Mary.
3.22 MARGARET CARRIAGE [NEE CONNELL]
Margaret Catherine Carriage [nee Connell] was born in Sydney in 1933. Her mother was
Ursula Rose Connell [nee Brown] and father Ernest John Richard Connell. Ernest was born
in Narooma and grew up in the Moruya area. He was an only child, with many cousins.
Connell’s Point, now called Mossy Point, was named after Margaret’s father’s family.
At aged 5 Margaret moved with her family to Port Kembla and in 1943 to Garland Town,
Moruya to visit her father’s cousin, Roy Davis. After a short time living at Garland Town, the
family found picking work at Vic Macintosh’s farm, Moruya. The family then relocated to
Nerrigundah until 1947; Margaret and her brothers and sisters travelling daily to attend
school in Bodalla. In 1948 the family moved to Black Hill, Coila Lake, living there for two
years before moving to Coopers Island.
Throughout the 1990s the Connell family gathered monthly for family picnic days. ‘…..we
drew the name of a place out of a hat at the end of each picnic, and would go there the
following month. We went to places like Shelley Beach, Broulee, Nelligen, Nerrigundah
……The Connell family has always stuck together. Nieces and nephews are like our sons
and daughters, and all the cousins are like brothers and sisters……’.
Margaret has lived in Mogo with her family since 1978.
3.23 MARGARET HARRIS [NEE STEWART]
Margaret Kathleen Mary Harris [nee Stewart] was born in Berry in 1951. Her father was
Albert George ‘Linky’ Stewart [named after the jockey Lincoln Bar] and mother Leah Violet
[nee Bond]. Margaret’s paternal grandmother was Edith Pittman, born in Batemans Bay and
her paternal grandfather was Leslie Stewart who lived in Batemans Bay. Margaret is one of
eight children, fifth in line with four elder sisters.
Margaret left Berry at 8 months old, to live with her father’s family in Bega where there was a
sawmill and plenty of pea paddocks. Margaret attended Bega Public School and later lived at
Stony Creek, Nerrigundah, and Moruya. At aged 15, 1966 the family moved to Kempsey,
staying there until 1969, moving to Sydney, and then back to Moruya in 1982.
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In 1960 when the family moved to Stony Creek to follow the sawmill work, Margaret attended
Bodalla Public School. The family lived at Stony Creek, in sawmill workers accommodation
for four years. In 1965 the family moved to Nerrigundah, which was to become, according to
Margaret ‘the best part of my life…...in the middle of nowhere’. At Nerrigundah the family
lived in the sawmill houses, as her father continued to work as a benchman. When at
Nerrigundah, Margaret attended the one-room Nerrigundah School.
On weekends and during school holidays Margaret and her parents would go to Mystery Bay
to camp with their extended family. They would travel there in a taxi Friday afternoon and be
collected Sunday evening. They would hang a tarp between two trees and feed off the sea.
They ate bimbulla sandwiches, curried or rissole muttonfish. They would also visit the
Stewart family at Mummuga Lake.
In the late 1960s when the family moved to Moruya, they initially camped in a tent behind the
present day Shell Depot, close to the Booth Mill. After being flooded out in mid 1960s, the
family relocated to the mill house at 23 Hawdon St. The mill house was clad in rough sawn
timber, painted with creosote. Margaret also recalls expeditions to Ryans Creek and Kiora in
Moryua, collecting shellfish and swimming in the Moruya / Deua River. Margaret continues to
live in Moruya today.
3.24 MARY DUROUX [NEE HOOKWIN]
Mary Kathleen Duroux [nee Hookwin] was born in Bega in 1934. Mary’s mother died when
Mary was 4 years old. Her family’s totem is the Tawny Frogmouth owl, and her personal
totem is the echidna. The Tawny Frogmouth totem connects Mary to the Haddigaddi family;
Mary’s maternal grandmother was Mariah Picalla, the daughter of Harry Picalla, whose
traditional name was ‘Bigalla’. Harry married Sarah Haddigaddi; Sarah’s mother was Lucy
Haddigaddi from Wallaga Lake, the wife of Paddi Haddigaddi. Harry Picalla’s mother [Mary’s
great, great grandmother] was Broulidgee of Narooma, buried at Brou Lake and his father
was King Bemboka.
Mary attended Primary School at Wallaga Lake, Jaspers Brush, Terara, Bega and
Bomaderry. Mary was at primary school in Bega when peace was declared for World War
Two. At 14 years of age Mary finished Primary School in Bomaderry, and due to
circumstances at the time, did not continue on to Nowra high school. Mary declined a
Welfare traineeship to become a Welfare Officer, after becoming aware of what was required
in the role during her weekend work in the Bomaderry Homes. Mary took up work as a
housemaid, which she continued to rely on throughout her life when other work was
unavailable. Mary also worked in Bega, Coopers Island, Stony Creek, Nerrigundah and
Moruya picking seasonal vegetables and housekeeping.
During the 1950s, one of the places Mary did seasonal work was at Nerrigundah. Picking
days at Nerrigundah were ‘the best times of my life, together with friends and family you were
always sharing a laugh…’. Regular church services were held at the Nerrigundah Barn. The
barn was also accommodation for the pickers. Mary also worked at Roley Lavis’s dairy farm
on the Tuross River, picking seasonal vegetables. Mary lived at Stony Creek when she was
in her early 20s. When living at Stony Creek, Mary recalls collecting bimbullas from Dalmeny
Lake. They would fill up a tin caddy and take them back to Stony Creek to Curry them up for
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