
APPENDIX A - COMMUNITY GARDENS SITE ASSESSMENT FORM  

  



COMMUNITY GARDENS SITE ASSESSMENT FORM  

This form should be completed once you have communicated with 
Council your intent to develop a community garden and decided on an 
appropriate site. The form outlines a number of considerations for 
siting Community gardens on Council owned or managed land.  

Please provide comment on each item in relation to your proposed 
site. It is also required that you prepare and provide a site assessment 
sketch, as shown, demonstrating these considerations.  

Council can assist with any questions you may have when completing 
this form and provide a base map. 

Group Name  

Contact Person   Contact Phone  

Site Address  

Lot & DP  

Site Area  Total useable area  

 

Environmental 

SUN: Consider how much sunlight the gardens will receive. Is it in the morning or afternoon? Considerations include the orientation 
of the site and any objects or existing vegetation that may shade the site.  
 

 
 

TOPOGRAPHY:  Note whether the land is flat or slope. Consider elevation and potential for flooding 
 
 
 

 

WIND: Research wind data for your area. Consider how these winds currently affect the site. Are there any buffers existing on the 
site to protect from wind and will any need to be installed? 
 
 
 

SOIL:  Look at what the current ground cover is on the site. Take samples of different parts of the site to determine which area has 
the most appropriate soil.   Would soil need to be imported to site? 
 
 

 

DRAINAGE: (existing and man-made) how does water move through the site? Does it traverse quickly or lie on ground causing 
sogginess? 
 
 
 

VEGETATION: Existing vegetation type and impacts? (eg. any trees or any Endangered Ecological Communities (EEC)?) What plants 
are already on site?  
 
 
 



Social  

SURROUNDING LAND USES:  take note of the adjoining land uses (e.g. housing, shops, food outlets) and possibility for positive 
(support or partnerships) or negative impacts (noise, odor, amenity) from your proposal.  
 
 

 

EXISTING LAND USE: What is the land currently used for? Will the project conflict with , or complement these uses? 
 
 
 
 

SAFETY AND SECURITY: Is it potentially a safe site with good visibility, passive surveillance, adequate lighting and low possibility 
of vandalism and graffiti? 
 
 

 

HERITAGE :  Does the site have any heritage or cultural value to the local community that you are aware of? 
 
 
 
 

Operational/Management  

ACESSIBILTY:  Is it possible to that site will be easily accessible for a range of user groups including mobility impaired? 
  
 
 

CONNECTIONS: Is there easy access for pedestrians and bicycle access (e.g. cycleway, shared pathway).. Is the site connected to a 
Public Transport Route? 

 
 

 

ACCESS & PARKING: Consider vehicle access and parking  (number of spaces, loading/unloading capabilities)  
 
 

 

SERVICES: You will require access to electricity and water. Determine what services exist on the site and possibility to 
connect/provide where not currently available. 
 
 

 

FACILITIES: Identify any public facilities located near the proposed site and whether these can be utilised by the community garden 
group. Existing facilities may include shelters, BBQ areas or playgrounds. It is desirable that the gardens have access to public 
toilets. 
 

 
 

EXISTING STRUCTURES: Are there any existing structures on the site? (toilet, shower, playground, bbq) 
 
 
  
 

HEALTH & SAFETY: Are there any obvious health risks to gardeners or neighbours? 
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