
Yuin is a term that a number 
of the south coast Aboriginal 
peoples’ use as a collective term 
when referring to the various 
traditional groups between 
Nowra and the Victorian border. 
It is derived from the  language 
of the south coast region and 
literally translates as ‘man’.

Cultural country name 
(including nation or 
language area names)

Cultural country groups 
(includes clan or direct 
dialect groups)

Transition areas 
(of overlapping 
responsibilities and 
interests)



ABORIGINAL FLAG 

SIGN OF PROTEST

ABORIGINAL activist Burnum Burnum

today took possession of England on behalf 

of his people.

 He staked his claim–which is very unlikely 

to be recognised by the British–by planting the 

Aboriginal flag on the sands of Dover in Kent.

 “In claiming this colonial outpost we wish no 

harm to you natives but assure you that we are 

here to bring you good manners and refinement,” 

he said.

 “Henceforth, an Aboriginal face will appear on 

your coins and stamps to signify our sovereignty 

over this domain.”

 Although Burnum said the Queen and her 

family were now his subjects, the Royal standard 

still flies above Buckingham Palace.

 The ceremony on the Kentish coast was 

intended as a mockery of Captain Cook’s claiming 

of Australia as a British possession in 1770.

 Bit it also had its serious side as a mockery of 

Australia Day and the Bicentennial celebrations.

 “My declaration here today was an absurdity, 

but it is only as absurd as Captain Cook’s was 200 

years ago,” he said.

 “Aboriginal people should again be allowed to 

walk tall as regal landlords in their own country.”

 “And it is my job as a regal lord of my country to 

regain the land stolen from the Aborigines.”

 The only witnesses were journalists and 

photographers. 

Besides risking exposure in the icy sea air Burnum 

found himself stranded after the ceremony and had 

to ask a journalist for a lift back to his hotel.

• ONE MAN INVASION... Burnum Burnum lays claim to England


