
EUROBODALLA SHIRE COUNCIL 

PUBLIC FORUM 

All members of the community who have registered have been  
advised that they have a maximum of five minutes to put their case. 

 
Ordinary Meeting of Council on 22 March 2016 

 

Name Subject/Comments 

Public Access Session – 9:30am 

Trish Hellier Meeting procedures and the Code of Meeting Practice 

  

Agenda Items – 10.00am 

Noel Davis 
 

FBD16/012 Licence for Use of Crown Reserve - Narooma 

Patricia Delaney 
 

FBD16/012 Licence for Use of Crown Reserve - Narooma 

Heather Irwin FBD16/012 Licence for Use of Crown Reserve - Narooma 

Anne Cormick 
 

FBD16/012 Licence for Use of Crown Reserve – Narooma 

Chris Kowal FBD16/012 Licence for Use of Crown Reserve - Narooma 

Jim Bright FBD16/012 Licence for Use of Crown Reserve – Narooma 

Tom Slockee 
(Presented by Rev 
Peter Lord) 

FBD16/012 Licence for Use of Crown Reserve – Narooma 

Rev Peter Lord FBD16/012 Licence for Use of Crown Reserve – Narooma 

Peter Cormick FBD16/012 Licence for Use of Crown Reserve - Narooma 

 
 

 

























My name is Jim Bright and I'm a resident of Narooma. 

 

I'M HERE TO TALK ABOUT THE LICENSING OF THE NAROOMA SPORTING AND 

LEISURE CENTRE FOR THE PERIOD FROM 2018 TO 2022. 

 

LET ME START MY PRESENTATION WITH TWO CATEGORICAL STATEMENTS. 

 

 THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO REASON, PRACTICAL OR LEGAL, FOR THIS 

LICENSING DECISION TO BE TAKEN BY THIS COUNCIL TODAY. 

 

 THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO REASON, LEGAL OR PRACTICAL OR RATIONAL, 

FOR THIS PARTICULAR PROCESS TO BE UNDERTAKEN AS A SECRETIVE 

TENDERING PROCESS. 

 

A  FIVE MINUTE ORAL PRESENTATION IS NOT ADEQUATE TO COVER THE 

IMPORTANT ISSUES THAT ARE BEFORE US.   IT IS FOR THAT REASON THAT I SENT 

EACH OF YOU A DETAILED FIVE PAGE SUBMISSION ON SOME OF THE CRUCIAL 

ISSUES EARLY LAST WEEK. 

 

I'LL GO FIRST TO THE QUESTION OF THIS COMPLETELY INAPPROPRIATE TENDER 

PROCESS THAT IS BEFORE YOU TODAY. 

 

IF YOU READ MY LETTER, YOU WILL HAVE NOTED THAT THE RELEVANT SECTION 

(s.55(3(e)) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDES,  FROM THE 

NORMAL STATUTORY LOCAL GOVERNMENT TENDERING ARRANGEMENTS, LICENCE 

APPLICATION PROCESSES SUCH AS THOSE BEFORE YOU TODAY. 

 

THIS IS OF COURSE,   A MAJOR PROBLEM  FOR THE COUNCIL  AS THE WHOLE 

SCHEME THAT HAS BEEN DEVELOPED BY THE COUNCIL'S STAFF - AND TABLED AT 

YOUR DECEMBER 2015 MEETING - IS PREDICATED UPON THE PREMISE THAT THIS 

PROCESS IS REQUIRED TO BE A TENDER PROCESS.  

 

NOW, LIKE ME, YOU WILL HAVE RECEIVED AN EMAIL LAST NIGHT FROM A SENIOR 

MEMBER OF STAFF.    THIS WAS AN 11th HOUR ATTEMPT TO SAVE THE SITUATION.  

 

 THE PROBLEM IS THAT THIS ATTEMPT WAS DEMONSTRABLY A COMPLETE FAILURE   

-  AND ITS VITAL THAT WE ALL UNDERSTAND THAT - EVEN THOUGH IT MIGHT TAKE 

A LITTLE TIME. 

 

(COPIES OF s.55 OF THE ACT AND PAGE 22 OF THE GOVERNMENT'S TENDERING 

GUIDELINES DISTRIBUTED TO COUNCILLORS AT THIS POINT) 

 

AS YOU WILL HAVE NOTED FROM LAST NIGHT'S EMAIL, THE COUNCIL'S ATTEMPT AT 

A DEFENCE SEEMS TO BE BASED UPON THE PROPOSITION THAT THE WORDS IN SUB-

SECTION (2A) EMPOWER IT TO OVER-RIDE THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS OF SUB-

SECTION 55(3)(E). 

 

THE PROBLEM FOR THE AUTHOR OF THE EMAIL IS THAT,   UNLESS SOMETHING HAS 

GONE HORRIBLY WRONG WITH MY COGNITIVE POWERS,    SUB-SECTION (2A) HAS 

OBVIOUSLY GOT NO SUCH MEANING.   IN FACT, SUB-SECTION (2A) IS SIMPLY A 

PROVISION THAT ALLOWS A COUNCIL (OR A COUNCIL UNIT) TO SUBMIT AN IN-

HOUSE TENDER FOR WORK OR WHATEVER WITH THE SAME COUNCIL. 



 

I'M PLEASED TO ADVISE THAT YOU DON'T NEED TO TAKE MY WORD FOR THIS   - 

BECAUSE IT'S ALL SPELT OUT ON PAGE 22 OF  THESE  LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

'TENDERING GUIDELINES. 

 

AND WHILE WE ARE ON THE TOPIC OF THESE GUIDELINES, A READ OF THE WHOLE 

DOCUMENT WOULD LEAVE YOU IN LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE DETAILED  LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT TENDERING PROCESSES  IN PLACE IN NSW ARE IN FACT 

MANDATORY ONLY FOR THOSE PROCESSES THAT ARE REAL AND GENUINE 

TENDERING SITUATIONS.  THAT IS, THE SORT OF THINGS THAT THE AVERAGE 

PERSON WOULD EXPECT – LIKE SITUATIONS WHERE COUNCILS ARE PURCHASING 

GOODS AND SERVICES OR  SELLING STUFF LIKE PROPERY. 

 

ONCE AGAIN  -  THE MATTER BEFORE YOU IS UNQUESTIONABLY EXCLUDED FROM 

OUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT TENDERING SCHEME. 

 

WITH THAT MATTER NOW DEALT WITH, WE'LL MOVE ONTO THE COMMERCIAL-IN-

CONFIDENCE ISSUE AND THE CLOSURE OF COUNCIL MEETINGS TO THE PUBLIC. 

 

IN THIS REGARD, SECTION 10A OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT SETS SOME 

PRETTY HIGH HURDLES. FOR YOU TO GET OVER BEFORE YOU CAN CLOSE A 

MEETING. 

 

TO SATISFY THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE ACT, YOU HAVE TO BE ABLE TO DECIDE 

THAT THE INFORMATION TO BE CONSIDERED IN A CLOSED SESSION IS 

 

 COMMERCIAL INFORMATION, 

 

 CONFIDENTIAL (IE. SECRET OR PRIVATE) INFORMATION, AND 

 

 IF REVEALED, COULD HAVE UNFAVOURABLE COMMERCIAL IMPACT ON THE 

PERSON OR ORGANISATION THAT HAS SUPPLIED THE INFORMATION. 

 

 

WHAT YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU TODAY ARE SIMPLY TWO APPLICATIONS TO HIRE 

THE NAROOMA FACILITY TO CONDUCT AN EVENT ON ONE WEEKEND EACH YEAR. 

 

THEY ARE BOTH 'NOT-FOR-PROFIT' ORGANISATIONS (AND THAT IS THE LEGAL 

STATUS OF EACH OF THEM).   

 

THESE TWO APPLICANTS ARE CLEARLY NOT COMMERCIAL BUSINESSES 

COMPETING AGAINST EACH OTHER (OR ANYONE ELSE) FOR A COMMERCIAL 

OPPORTUNITY. 

 

THE SITUATION BEFORE YOU TODAY IS NOT REQUIRED TO BE A TENDERING 

PROCESS AND,   EVEN IF IT WAS,   THE CIRCUMSTANCES COULD NOT POSSIBLY 

PASS THE CONFIDENTIALITY TEST. 

 

ON THE QUESTION OF THE TIMING OF YOUR CONSIDERATION OF THESE 

APPLICATIONS – THERE IS NO LEGAL OR PRACTICAL REASON THAT WOULD 

REQUIRE YOU TO DETERMINE THIS MATTER NOW. 

 



THE OTHER LICENCE MATTERS THAT HAVE BEEN BEFORE YOU IN RECENT TIMES 

HAVE ALL BEEN HERE BECAUSE THE PREVIOUS LICENCES HAD EXPIRED OR WERE 

ABOUT TO EXPIRE – UNLIKE THE HUNTFEST LICENCE THAT STILL HAS TWO YEARS 

TO RUN.  

 

IF, FOR SOME REASON, THE HUNTERS CLUB WAS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE 

MAJORITY OF YOU TO HAVE THE STRONGER CLAIM FOR THE JUNE LONG 

WEEKENDS,   GIVEN THE LEVEL OF CONTROVERSY THAT THE HUNTFEST EVENT 

GENERATES IN THE LOCAL AREA, TO NOT DEFER SUCH A DECISION UNTIL THE NEXT  

NEXT COUNCIL IS ELECTED IN A FEW MONTHS WOULD BE A SHOCKING ABUSE OF 

THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS.  

 

ONE FINAL BIT OF INFORMATION -  

 

THE HUNTFEST EVENT IS THE ONLY ARMS FAIR IN NSW THAT HAS BEEN APPROVED 

BY A COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON COUNCIL CONTROLLED LAND.  THIS INFORMATION 

HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY ME THROUGH AN 'FOI' APPLICATION TO THE NSW 

POLICE. 

 

THAT'S AN ACHIEVEMENT THAT YOU MAY OR MAY NOT WISH TO BE PROUD OF. 

 

 

JIM BRIGHT 

22 MARCH 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









Tom Slockee 

Aboriginal Elder 

Batemans Bay NSW  

 

21 March 2016 

 

Eurobodalla Shire Council  

PO box 99 

Moruya NSW 2537 

 

to  council.meetings@eurocoast.nsw.gov.au 

 

Re; Agenda item no FBD16/012 (22nd March 2016) - License for Use of Crown 

Reserve - Narooma. 

 

"I wish to nominate Coral Anderson to deliver my address by way of proxy as I am 

unable to attend the meeting personally.  Alternatively, if Coral Anderson is unable to 

deliver such address, then it is to be delivered by a person nominated by Coral 

Anderson on my behalf.  

 

I write this letter of support for the Animal Justice Party and their application to run a 

festival in Narooma. We hope our contribution will influence any decision to be made 

by Eurobodalla Shire Council. 

 

I have spoken to several Aboriginal Elders and community people and there is 

agreement in our support for the Animal Justice Party.  Also we have issues against 

the proposed HuntFest in Narooma. 

 

As Aboriginal People we are opposed generally to guns and the gun culture.   

 

Aboriginal People traditional are hunters and gatherers.  Our survival and 

sustainability depended on our knowledge and ability of the land, the plants, the 

animals and shellfish and mammals and seafood to provide for our families from the 

environment in which we lived. We lived in harmony and had an affiliation with the 

land and all living things. 

 

The gun changed everything for us.    Maybe this story will give you a understanding 

of why many Aboriginal people oppose guns and the gun culture. 

 

In about 1800 the government instructions were to fire at Aboriginal peoples until 

they were far away from British settlements.  In 1816, Governor Macquarie 

announced that if any Indigenous peoples approached British settlements or were 

unwilling to leave British properties, then the settlers could drive them away with the 

use of firearms. Similar encouragement by the government was given in Tasmania 

and Western Australia and in most other areas of Australia. 

 

Our Aboriginal peoples generally resisted the settlement of their land, but we had 

little resistance against the guns of the British settlers.  
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Our Aboriginal warrior, Pemulwuy, led the Aboriginal resistance around Sydney 

Harbour from 1790 to 1802 and was feared by many British settlers not because he 

had guns but because of his knowledge and use of terrain and his bushcraft.  Like 

many other Aboriginal people using traditional tools such as spears, boomerangs, 

stone axes, bush rope, nula nulas and things like fire and bush shelters. 

 

On 1 May 1801 Governor King gave orders to drive back 'hordes of natives' around 

Parramatta, the Georges River and Prospect Hill by gunfire. In November, troops 

were sent to Mill Creek on the Georges River and King offered rewards including free 

pardons for convicts and 20 gallons of spirits for their capture and that of Pemulwuy 

who was wanted 'dead or alive'. On 2 June 1802, Pemulwuy was shot dead and 

decapitated. 

 

Aboriginal peoples depended on the land for their survival.  Land is not just the 

ground but it is wholistic including all living things. 

 

We lived in clan - family groups within an agreed area and lived and survived by 

respecting and honouring Country. Law and ceremony and the passing on of 

knowledge and wisdom were highly regarded. Sacred places were holy and revered. 

We sustained ourselves by fishing, hunting, and gathering.  We used what Country 

provided seafood, animals, plants, and using other resources that the land had to offer 

for tools and shelter.  

 

A lot of our people are semi-nomadic, meaning they moved around within the 

territory to sustain and survive. The land provided food and resources and medicine.  

The local Walbunja People were a warrior people who cared for and protected the 

Land and they used spears and rocks but were soon overpowered by people with guns 

In the Eurobodalla Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Study Public Report, it says 

"The Police use to chase Aboriginal people with guns, as a sport; the Aboriginal 

people being chased knew where the old walking tracks were over Gulaga and took 

refuge there.    

So you can see we are not in favor of guns or a gun culture that give acquiescence to 

kill. 

 

Whilst we understand that the people behind HuntFest are about hunting feral animals 

we are against the chasing of animals with the intention of catching or killing them, 

usually for sport and for recreational reasons. 

 

We are supporting of Animal Justice Party in their proposal to the Eurobodalla Shire 

Council. 

 

 

Tom Slockee (Aboriginal Elder and Community Leader) 

  

 












